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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 1201 

LIMDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY KUBISCH 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR BR 

SUB J : DEALING WITH BRAZILIANS ON LOS AT THE MFM 

1. IN REVIEWING ACTION MEMORANDUM ON LOS ISSUE PREPARED 
FOR SECRETARY FOR POSSIBLE USE AT MFM, EMBASSY NOTED DIS- 
CUSSION OF POSSIBLE WAYS OF DEALING WITH ISSUE AND, IN 
PARTICULAR, RECOMMENDATION THAT SECRETARY "AGREE TO RAISE 
ISSUE IN GENERAL REMARKS AND BILATERAL MEETINGS AND 
INDICATE OUR INTEREST IN PRIVATE BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS 

IN ORDER TO PROMOTE COMMON AGREEMENT ON MAJOR ISSUE." 

2. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER RECOMMENDATION HAS 
BEEN ADOPTED, EMBASSY CONSIDERS IT INADVISABLE TO APPLY 
IT TO BILATERAL EXCHANGE WITH BRAZILIAN FOREIGN MINISTER. 
SINCE THERE IS CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE THAT GOB IS BECOMING 
PROGRESSIVELY MORE UNEASY ABOUT ITS ISOLATION FROM OTHER 
COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THOSE OF THE HEMISPHERE, ON LOS ISSUE, 
WE CONSIDER THAT IT IS IN OUR INTEREST TO LET GOB STEW 

IN ITS OWN JUICE, AVOIDING ANY ACTIONS THAT MIGHT BE IN- 
TERPRETED, HOWEVER ERRONEOUSLY, BY GOB AS 
INDICATING MOVEMENT BY USG TOWARD BRAZIL S POSITION. 
INASMUCH AS IT HAS BEEN CONSISTENT GOB STRATEGY TO MAINTAIN 
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BE PREPARED TO BARGAIN, OUR EXPECTATION IS THAT GIBSON 
BARBOZA WOULD NOT IN ANY CASE BE IN A POSITION TO DO MORE 
THAN CLING TO CURRENT RIGID POSITION. THAT EXPECTATION IS 
STRENGTHENED BY FACT THAT GIBSON BARBOZA REPRESENTS LAME- 
DUCK GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS NO AUTHORITY OR DISPOSITION TO 
MOVE ON SUCH AN IMPORTANT MATTER. BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS 
WITH GOB ON LOS SHOULD AWAIT ADVENT AND SETTLING IN OF 
NEW GOVERNMENT. 

3. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THEREFORE THAT THE SECRETARY NOT RAISE 
LOS ISSUE IN BILATERAL DISCUSSION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
GIBSON BARBOZA. 

CRIMMINS 
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